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(  SC Notices to Centre, States on Pollution.

Finding pollution in key cities rising at an alarming rate, the Supreme Court on Friday issued notices to the Centre and the states of Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh and Andhra Pradesh for the enforcement of emission norms for vehicles.   A bench comprising justice Y K Sabharwal, justice Arijit Pasayat and Justice S H Kapadia passed this order as the Environment Pollution Control Authority (EPCA) suggested certain measures to improve air quality in the cities of Chennai, Banagalore, Hyderabad, Lucknow, Kanpur, Ahmedabad and Sholapur.

The EPCA sugested that the Union governmment "must be directed to ensure that the state governments implement the new in-use emission norms to reduce pollution there. The Union Ministry of Road Transport and Highways should be directed to develop central software for all Pollution Under Control Certification Centres leading to standardisation of format across the country and prevention of malpractices.   The EPCA also suggested that the Centre and state governments be directed to regularly conduct drives to identify grossly smoking vehicles.  "If any vehicle, which is grossly polluting, is found with a valid Pollution Under Control Certificate, then the state government must cancel its authorisation. 

http://in.rediff.com/news/2004/nov/19sc.htm
(  National Test Track for Auto Sector likely.
New Delhi : The ministry of heavy industries is planning to introduce a national-level testing facility scheme for the automotive industry. The fund for the scheme will come from two sources - government fund and the cess on vehicles. The facilities will be available in three major centres. According to officials, the sites for facilities are being considered but are yet to be finalised due to technical considerations. 

The ministry will set up open field test tracks as well as state-of-the-art laboratories for testing components. The scheme will provide testing for emission norms compliance, road worthiness of vehicles, vehicle control systems, cabin comfort, environmental norms etc. The objective is to ensure that products conform to international standards.  At present, car manufacturers have been facing delays in product launch on account of shortage of testing facilities. Most new cars need a homologation certificate (which certifies road worthiness of the car) before introducing a new model in the market. The Automotive Research Association of India (ARAI) has been providing such a facility through its Pune centre

http://www.financialexpress.com/fe_full_story.php?content_id=74920
Contd…

(  ARAI to Set up Testing Centre in Delhi.
The Automotive Research Association of India (ARAI) would set up the first “Inspection and Certification” centre in Delhi by April 2005 for testing vehicles for pollution and safety norms. "We will set up the first inspection and certification centre in Delhi for the State Government by April to test vehicles for pollution and safety norms," ARAI sources said.   States have been asked to start such centres and an investment of Rs 5,000 crore was expected in the next 5 to 7 years, the sources said.

The centres, which would have an investment of Rs 3-4 crore per centre, would be set up by the private players, they said. The centres, which would test the vehicles for safety norms including brakes and horn, would replace the existing PUC centres in the long run.  ARAI has put in stringent norms for the existing PUC centres from October 1, 2004 including changing of equipment and entering into annual maintenance contracts with the equipment manufacturers.  "We have asked the RTOs to cancel licenses of the centres which do not follow the norms," they said.   ARAI would also set up three automotive testing facilities with foreign collaboration at an investment of Rs 1,700 crore which would be made by the Central Government.

http://www.hindustantimes.com/2004/Nov/09/181_1095588,00020010.htm
(  Premier Launches Diesel MPV Sigma.
Pune:  It is a new beginning for the 60-year-old automobile company. After a roller coaster ride from magnificent peaks to hitting the nadir, The Premier Automobiles Ltd, is hoping to reclaim its lost space on Indian roads. The comeback solo journey will be on the Sigma, a compact multi-purpose diesel vehicle bearing the new Premier logo. The Sigma was launched in the Pune market on Wednesday with a price tag of Rs 3.95 lakh for the base EX model and Rs 4.35 for the deluxe variant. The seven-seater Sigma will be rolling out from the new manufacturing facility at Chinchwad. The Sigma has been developed in technical collaboration with China Motor Corporation, ROC-Taiwan, an affiliate of Mitsubishi. 

Atul Akolkar, head, sales and marketing, PAL, said the company has so far invested Rs 25 crore and will be investing another Rs 50 to Rs 75 crore in the next three years.” The assembly line has an annual capacity of 12,000 units. A Rs five crore marketing campaign is on the anvil, he said. A new 50-strong dealership network is being put in place across the country with some old dealers returning with new infrastructure. The first phase of the launch will be in the West and the South. The Sigma moves to the North and the East in April 2005.   Instead of joining the clutter in the hatchback or sedan segments and facing fierce competition, PAL decided to go niche and look at untapped segments. “Current MPV’s are all on petrol and are too light or small and seat five people while the MPV’s running on diesel is too big and heavy. There was a demand for a compact MPV with diesel engine. Not too long, not too short. Not too heavy, nor too light is where the Sigma is positioned,” Mr Akolkar said. The company has plans to launch eight and nine seater variants. PAL will also be coming out with a model for the cargo segment. 

Unlike the cars it built in the past where the company made everything, this time Premier will be focusing on the assembly line with most of the components sourced from out, said Mr Akolkar. The engines will be coming from the Hindustan Motors Pithampur plant. The vehicle will be using the Tata Motors’ paint shop. The body panels are imported from Mitsubishi.  The Sigma is powered by a two litre Isuzu engine with high torque, front disc brakes, four speed manual transmission, higher 165 cm ground clearance, monologue body, ample interior space (length - 3695mm, width - 1475mm and height - 1919 mm), winged rear windows, seven-all front facing seats, roof mounted central AC, hatchback door and Bharat Stage II compliant.   It will be available in two models — EX (non-AC) and DX with AC in strong and metallic colors. The vehicle offers a mileage of 19.99 km per litre under test conditions.

http://www.financialexpress.com/fe_full_story.php?content_id=73891
Contd…

(  Chinese Firm gets FIPB Nod for Motorcycle Engines Plant.
The Chinese dragon is finally all set to get a toehold in the Indian two-wheeler market. After several rejections, the largest private sector motorcycle manufacturer in China, Chongqing Lifan Industry (Group) Company Ltd, has received the Government's permission to manufacture motorcycle engines in the country.   Initially, the company had sought permission for a wide range of activities. It included assembly, manufacture, commissioning and maintenance of motorcycle engines, motorboats, scooters, automobiles, automobile engines, petrol/diesel/LPG/CNG engines, generators, water pumps, lawn mowers, tractors, electrical bikes, non-land vehicles and its engines, as well as carrying out R&D activities.  And, for carrying out this entire gamut of hi-tech activities, the company had proposed to set up a wholly owned subsidiary in India with an investment of Rs 12 crore. 

The Government, sources said, had then found the proposal unfeasible, because such a wide range of activities could not be done with such a small investment.  The Ministry of Heavy Industries, the administrative Ministry for the automobile sector, was of the view that the company's plan "appeared to be for screw-driving operations and trading which is not a desirable activity." Following this, the proposal was rejected.   Following the rejection, the company again came up with a modified plan and said that it would invest Rs 12 crore for manufacturing motorcycle engines only in India and not carry out the other activities that it had proposed earlier. 

With the change in the company's plan, the Government has finally given the go-ahead to the company for setting up its plant at Pune in Maharashtra.   However, though a section of officials in the Ministry of Heavy Industries are still not clear as to how a motorcycle engine manufacturing unit could be set up with such a small investment, the proposal was okayed by the Foreign Investment Promotion Board (FIPB) because the Ministry of External Affairs opined that they "have no objection from the political angle," sources said.   The Lifan group, currently, has an annual capacity of two million motorcycle engines and one million motorcycles. 

At the end of 2003, the company possessed a total of 848 Chinese and overseas patents and 188 copyrights. It has 112 registered trademarks in China and 32 registered trademarks outside China and also ranks first in the Chinese motorcycle industry in respect of self-owned intellectual property rights. 

The company's products are currently sold in over 70 countries covering South-East Asia, West Asia, Europe, Africa and South America. It was also the first Chinese motorcycle company to export motorcycles to Japan.

http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/2004/11/07/stories/2004110701870100.htm
(  India Tops Asian Air Pollution Charts.
People living in Indian cities New Delhi, Bombay, Calcutta and Pune have been breathing some of the most polluted air in Asia, but Jakarta and China's Chongqing are also bad.  Rapid industrial growth and streets choked with cars put Asian cities among the worst in the world, said Michael Carter, World Bank country director in India, on the opening day of a global environment meeting.   "There has been dramatic progress in New Delhi and Bombay in the past year to have better air quality but unfortunately the story remains that both these Indian cities have dangerously high levels of suspended particles in the air," Carter told the annual "Better Air Quality" conference.  

"Several Asian cities have to use cleaner fuels and enforce stringent emission norms for cars. "We tend to ignore the fact that air pollution is the second biggest cause of maternal and child mortality," he warned.   "India has a particularly serious problem in terms of indoor air pollution from smoke rising from stoves and fires inside homes," Carter said.  According to a joint World Bank and Asian Development Bank study of air pollution for 20 major Asian cities between 2000 and 2003, the level of suspended particulate matter considered the most dangerous pollutant was above World Health Organization (WHO) mandated safety limits in at least 10. 

Contd…

For the most hazardous of these particles ¡X those under 10 microns in diameter which can penetrate a face mask ¡X New Delhi has three times Hong Kong's level, the study shows.  New Delhi topped the list with spikes of between 350 and 800 micrograms of suspended particulates per cubic meter.  The WHO recommends less than 50 micrograms.  Officials at the conference said it was difficult to say if Mexico City or New Delhi should be classed the most polluted in the world because of monthly variations.  Jakarta reported figures just above 250 while Bombay was just below 250 as was Chongqing in southwest China. 

Next is Calcutta, followed by the Western Indian city of Pune. 

Shanghai came seventh, trailed by Manila, Osaka, Tokyo and Seoul. 

Hong Kong was just above 50, with Busan, Bangkok and Colombo while Singapore was below 50. 

Hanoi, Beijing, Indonesia's Surabaya and Taipei won a clean bill of health for suspended particulates. 

Dhaka, Kathmandu and Ho Chi Minh City are being added to the ongoing monitoring scheme. 

Officials also said other several Chinese and Indian cities would probably merit a place on the list which was based on information collected by local and national government agencies.   Of the 20 cities surveyed, only Singapore fell within safety limits for all key pollutants ¡X carbon monoxide, sulphur dioxide, nitrogen dioxide as well as suspended particulates.  "Singapore has very clean air which has a lot to do with its strict pollution controls," said Robert M. O'Keefe from the New York-based Health Effects Institute.  Singapore is the only country in Asia which restricts the number of cars on the road by auctioning the rights to own a vehicle. 

"It would turn into a political hot potato if the Indian government tried to auction the rights to own a car," said Meena Malhotra of the Indian Metropolitan Transport Corporation.  "There would be blood on the streets... and huge opposition to such a bold idea," she added.   India boasts 66 million vehicles on the roads, with seven million added just last year, according to the Society of Indian Automobile Manufacturers. Nearly 10,000 new cars jostle for space in New Delhi every month.  Similarly, car sales in China last year more than doubled to two million from the year before.  "Air pollution is an area of deep concern for Asia, more so as the economy grows and industrialization continues," said P.M Van Heeswijk, chief of the sustainable development department of the Asian Development Bank. "Rapid economic growth of the region has been good for Asia and good for the world. But it has not come without a heavy price," he added. 

http://www.chinapost.com.tw/asiapacific/detail.asp?GRP=C&id=55315
(  Car Sales may be hit by Double Whammy.
New Delhi :  The proposed hike in interest rates for motor vehicle loans and increase in car prices may lead to a slowing down of the high growth rates witnessed over past few months.  Most car companies are looking at a hike in prices in January on account of higher input costs and new emission norms, while finance companies are believed to be evaluating a mark-up of 1-1.5% in interest rates. Consumers would have to shell out more on account of both the factors.   Hyundai Motor India president BVR Subbu told FE: “The upward movement of consumers (planning an upgrade from a compact car) may be restricted, with them sticking to the smaller car.” Hyundai recently increased prices by over 2% on all its Santro models. 

Industry experts feel that though the fourth quarter (January-March) is ‘looking good’, there would be an impact on account of increase in interest rates. Says Mahindra & Mahindra chief operating officer Pawan Goenka, “The increase in monthly pay-outs for consumers will definitely have an impact on demand. Any such increase is of concern to consumers”.   A hike of approximately 3% on a Rs 3-lakh car increase price to Rs 3.09 lakh. Assuming that a Rs 3 lakh loan for three years at the existing price translates into a monthly-payout of Rs 9,010 for the consumer, with the interest rate hike to 10.5% it would increase to Rs 9,474. In this case, the increase in equated monthly instalments would be to the extent of around Rs 500.   “The impact due to the mark-up in interest rate may run into a few hundreds, and it would not have an impact on demand,” Maruti Udyog MD Jagdish Khattar said. 

Contd…
Analysts feel that the pace of growth will slow down. ASK Raymond James senior analyst Kalpesh Parekh says, “The growth rate witnessed by the industry over the last two-three months will not be maintained over the next quarter”.   Mr Subbu feels that growth will not be affected significantly as net impact on the consumer will not be much.  Industry body Society of Indian Automobile Manufacturers (Siam) director-general Dilip Chenoy says, “There will no slowdown with the proposed hikes, and we will exceed the target set for the industry. We also expect that the government will take some measures (through the budget) to prevent any adverse impact on the industry”.

http://www.financialexpress.com/fe_full_story.php?content_id=76119
(  Tata Eyes Selling Indica in China.
Tata Motors is evaluating various options for entering the Chinese passenger car market. The company will start with its Indica range – the hatchback and saloon versions are most likely to be introduced. Tata is considering both the independent and joint venture routes for China. Earlier rumors had surfaced that the company was in talks with SAIC for a joint venture. The Indica and Indigo (saloon) variants would be marketed as affordable family cars.

Tata’s much-celebrated joint venture with Rover for the City Rover has not been very successful with sales much below the 20,000 units a year target. Most analysts reckon the relationship is on the rocks. The Indica is currently being displayed at the second 'Made in India Show’, jointly organised by the Confederation of Indian Industries and the Indian embassy, in Beijing. The company is also planning to launch its Daewoo range of commercial vehicles in China. With Daewoo, Tata finally has products that can be sold in China. Its own domestic range of trucks is too underpowered for that market.

http://www.just-auto.com/news_detail.asp?art=46491&dm=yes
(  Driving Bans Loom in Europe for Unfiltered Diesels.
Frankfurt - Drivers of diesel-powered cars without particle filters could face occasional bans in many European city centres next year under new EU air quality rules about to take effect.

The regulations seek to limit particulate matter that pollutes the air and has been linked to a series of health problems, especially in children, the elderly and sick people.  "We assume that there will be driving bans in all the big (German) cities in built-up areas and indeed several times a year depending on weather and traffic conditions," said Jorgen Resch, head of the Deutsche Umwelthilfe environmentalist group.   At issue are European Union limits on particulate matter that communities have to uphold from 2005 under clean-air guidelines adopted in 1996. They also cover levels of other pollutants such as nitrous oxide, lead and carbon monoxide. 

Despite the long transition period, dozens of cities seem unprepared to meet the new standards, officials say.  One study found that five times as many people die from inhaling microscopic particulate matter -- much of which comes from diesel smoke -- than die in vehicle accidents.  Material rubbed off tyres, construction dust, and emissions from industry and heating also play a role.  Environmental groups are poised to help citizens file lawsuits over excessive pollution levels and say they stand excellent chances of success.  The Council of German Cities estimates that the first violations of air-quality rules should begin in late February, when weather conditions tend to trap particulate matter.  It sees driving bans as a measure of last resort and would prefer alternate steps such as detours. Driving bans are hardly enforceable when filters for diesel cars are not required as standard equipment, the association says. German carmakers have long fought such requirements, instead volunteering to equip all new cars with such filters by 2009.    

Germany's environment ministry, led by Greens member Juergen Trittin, has blessed driving bans as an acceptable way to combat excess levels of pollution, as proven elsewhere.  Stockholm, for instance, has banned old, heavy trucks from the city centre since 1996, and particulate matter levels in London sank 12 % since the city started charging tolls for motorists to enter the central area.  Austrian cities Innsbruck and Salzburg and Italy's Merano and Bolzano are also good examples, Resch said.  "They simply block off the city. I don't get in with an unfiltered diesel," he said. 

Contd…

The new rules come as good news for French carmaker PSA, whose Peugeot and Citroen brands have made particle, filters a big selling point in Europe, where diesels account for around 40 percent of the new car market.  Big auto parts suppliers are looking to equip new cars and play down the idea of selling retrofit filters.  "That is not our focus," said a spokesman for Bosch, Germany's biggest automotive supplier. "This would only be possible at great expense. You have to change the entire motor management."  But smaller rival HJS in southern Germany is working on a filter that drivers can install on their current diesel.  "You can't demand consumers buy a new car just to be able to get into the city," HJS development Chief Reinhard Kolke said.  He said a filter that can scrub out 70 percent of particulate matter would cost more than 700 euros ($934). 

http://www.planetark.com/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/28434/story.htm
(  Urea Exhaust Systems Pass Stiffer Rules.
Some manufacturers of trucks and buses are gearing up for the introduction of the world's toughest exhaust emission controls in October 2005 by exploiting the cleansing powers of urea.  Used in the manufacture of plastics and other products, the highly soluble, crystalline solid is also good at breaking down nitrogen oxides (NOx), a contributor to air pollution, into harmless water and nitrogen.  For diesel trucks, the target is to cut emissions of particulate matters (PM) by 85 % and NOx by 40 %.   

Nearly a year ahead of the new regulations, Nissan Diesel Motor Co. last week released its Quon large trucks fitted with a cleaner diesel engine that clears the standards.  The truck maker has developed a catalytic converter that uses atomized urea water in combination with an ultra-high pressure fuel injection system.  PMs, or soot, are produced when incomplete combustion occurs at lower temperatures. The new fuel injection system reduces particle formation by ensuring complete combustion.  The tiny particulates cause respiratory diseases and are a suspected cancer threat. 

There is a downside, however. Combusting fuel at higher temperatures produces more NOx. This is where the new catalyzer comes in.  Called Urea SCR system, it works by squirting urea water into gas emissions.   As a result, the GE13 6-cylinder, 13,000-cc engines are not only cleaner but also more fuel-efficient thanks to the complete combustion.  Mitsubishi Fuso Truck & Bus Corp. has also adopted a similar urea catalytic converter system for its 6M70T turbocharged diesel engine, which was unveiled at the Tokyo Motor Show in early November.  One challenge for manufacturers using this technology is to create the distribution infrastructure for urea water agent. 

Nissan Diesel has negotiated with about 1,000 gas stations for large trucks across the country, and 80 percent of them have agreed to supply the urea water agent, officials said.  The truck maker is also trying to cut costs of related components, such as urea water tanks.  Two other major commercial vehicle producers, Hino Motors Ltd. and Isuzu Motors Ltd., are focusing on improving current emission reduction systems, including exhaust gas recirculation systems and devices to filter PMs in the exhaust gas.  Recirculation systems reduce formation of NOx by funneling back some of the exhaust gas and mixing it with fresh air to lower the combustion temperature in the chambers. 

Hino Motors officials say existing technology is the best way to tackle emission problems because drivers don't have to worry about urea water refills.  Once the new regulations are in place next autumn, the Environment Ministry plans to begin pursuing its final goal of lowering emission of PMs effectively to zero by the end of 2009.  The 2005 regulations will be applied to both diesel trucks and passenger cars, the latter of which will be required to cut emission of PMs by 75 percent from current levels.  Under the regulations, total emission of PMs in fiscal 2010 is expected to be lowered to one-third the figure in fiscal 2000.
http://www.asahi.com/english/business/TKY200411270147.html
Contd…

(  Ultimate Car for Women
It has computer-assisted parking, a bumper which goes all the way round and a bonnet which never needs to be opened - it's a car made for women by women.   The YCC - Your Concept Car - is the first car designed entirely by a female team. Maker Volvo believes it will be the perfect tonic for a stale industry dominated by middle-aged men. 

The car's paint has properties similar to a non-stick frying pan to repel dirt. The door sills rotate when the doors open so legs do not brush dirt off them.  A sensor determines whether a parallel parking space is big enough.   It is designed to be maintenance free. The bonnet does not need to be opened as oil, screen wash and other fluids can be poured from the outside, and when servicing is needed the car automatically sends a text message to the garage to book an appointment. It requires an oil change only after 50,000km. 

http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/londoncuts/articles/15079028?source=Metro
(  Tighter Vehicle Emission Standards Proposed for State.
Washington State would follow California's lead in establishing tough new automotive standards to slash emissions of greenhouse gases under a proposed new bill.   The bill, being drafted by Rep. Ed Murray, a Seattle Democrat who chairs the House Transportation Committee, would thrust Washington into the forefront of efforts by states to combat global warming. It would also put Washington in the thick of a battle with automotive companies over the legality of such actions.  "I think this is legal and doable, and intend to introduce it early in the [next legislative] session”.
Highlights of the California plan
Reduction of greenhouse gases is scheduled to start with 2009-model-year automobiles.
According to California Air Resources Board (ARB) staff, the average reduction of greenhouse gases from new California cars and light trucks will be about 22 percent in 2012 and about 30 percent in 2016, compared with today's vehicles
Costs for the added technology needed to meet the rule are expected to average about $325 per vehicle in 2012 and about $1,050 per vehicle to comply in 2016, costs the ARB claims would be offset by savings on fuel
At least seven other states — New York, Massachusetts, New Jersey, Vermont, Connecticut, Rhode Island and Maine — as well as Canada, are expected to consider adopting the regulation for their use. If all of those states and Canada adopt the rule, the number of cars required to meet the rule will triple
The regulation is also expected to cut ozone-forming pollution by about five tons per day by 2020



(  Vehicles not Conforming to New Vehicle Emission Standards will be Banned.
Cabinet approval will be sought to completely ban the use of vehicles not conforming to the New Vehicle Emission standards already gazetted, by January 1, 2006, and to import equipment required to support the enforcement of the New Vehicle Emission Standards, Environment and Natural Resources Minister A.H.M. Fowzie said yesterday.  Minister Fowzie was addressing the inaugural session of the First National Symposium on Air Resource Management in Sri Lanka "Air That We Breathe" which began in Colombo yesterday. 

The two-day symposium was organized by the Air Resource Management Center (AirMac) and Clean Air Sri Lanka and is supported by USAID/US-Asia Environmental Partnership (US-AEP).  The Minister further said that vehicle emission is one major source which pollutes the air that we breathe. "We are well aware that a lot of people who become victims of deteriorated air quality are poor and less privileged groups of the society. As such policy-makers must formulate policies to ensure their fundamental right to breathe clean air", the Minister said.   Women and children are exposed to levels of indoor air pollution that are above the safe standards and rural women and children are the most at risk. Thick acrid smoke rising from stoves and fires inside homes is associated with around 1.6 million deaths per year in developing countries. 

President Sri Lanka College of Paediatricians Prof. Manouri Senanayake in her address emphasised that children were the most affected and the level of lung diseases as a result of breathing unclean air is on the increase.   The First Day's technical sessions dealt on Air Pollution and Public Health; Vehicular Air Pollution; Indoor Air Pollution; and Air Pollution, Climate Change and Ozone Layer Depletion. The second day's sessions will focus on Point and Non-Point Source Air Pollution Control; Air Monitoring, Modelling and Emission Inventory; and Policies and Economics of Air Pollution.  The inauguration session of the Symposium was also addressed by Secretary Transport Ministry Dr. D.S. Jayaweera, Additional Secretary Environment and Natural Resources Ministry A.H.N. Jayasekera, Chairman Central Environmental Authority Thilak Ranaviraja, Mission Director, USAID/Sri Lanka Dr. Carol R. Becker.

http://www.dailynews.lk/2004/12/03/new27.html
(  Pollution in Southern China Exceeds US Standards-Study.
Hong Kong - Air pollution levels in China's industrial Pearl River Delta are two to five times higher than U.S. air quality standards, a Hong Kong think tank said on Wednesday.  In neighboring Hong Kong, one of Asia's top finance and trade hubs, particulate levels were twice as high as U.S. standards, the study found.  Levels of fine particulates were highest in the southern Chinese city of Guangzhou, followed by Shenzhen and Zhongshan, which all neighbor Hong Kong, the Civic Exchange said as it released findings of a two-year environmental study of the region.  Particulates include tiny specks of road dust, soot from burning diesel fuel, fly ash and wood smoke suspended in the air. They have been linked in many studies to asthma, reduction in lung function and premature deaths. 

The study blamed vehicle emissions and the burning of coal and biomass, such as wood, as the main culprits.  "This is an important finding which we hope will encourage further government consideration and review in this area, especially in the development of standards, objectives and emission reduction targets and in ongoing regional monitoring efforts," the Civic Exchange said in its report.  Hong Kong's falling air quality has become a major concern for many residents suffering from the acrid clouds of pollution that sweep across from mainland China, adding to emissions from local vehicles, factories and power plants in the densely populated city.  Air pollution in Hong Kong hit record levels in September, prompting the government to warn people with heart and respiratory problems to stay indoors.  On many days of the year now, the city is shrouded in smog and it is nearly impossible to see across its famous Victoria harbor. Environmental groups have long lobbied governments on both sides of the border to tackle the problem but with only limited success. 

http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/HKG270731.htm
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