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(  Bajaj Auto Plans Four more 2-wheeler Models Next Fiscal.
BAJAJ Auto plans to set up assembly plants in Indonesia and Brazil soon and launch four two-wheelers before July this year.   "We expect to export around half a million vehicles in five years," said the Bajaj Auto Vice-President.    Mr. Bajaj said the assembly plant in Indonesia is expected to be set up within the next 12 months because of the popularity of Bajaj Pulsar bikes in that country.   He said Indonesia will be used as a hub for exporting to all other South-East Asian countries. Brazil too will act as a hub for the South American market. However, no timeframe has been fixed for setting up the plant there. 


Mr. Bajaj said the company plans to launch four more two-wheelers during the first half of the next fiscal (2004-05).   The first of these, code-named, Super 100, a remodelled Kawasaki model, will be launched during April.   Another bike, code-named, K-60, will be launched in June. A remodelled Chetak will be launched in July and an ungeared scooter called Wave will be launched around the same time.   He said the DTSi (digital twin spark ignition) engine, which is not fitted into Pulsar, will also be fitted into other vehicles as well.    The DTSi engine gives more mileage, meets 2005 emission norms, and delivers 80 % more power than other engines. 

<http://www.agencyfaqs.com/news/stories/2004/03/20/8623.html>
( Car Owners Beware, Bump Ahead
KOLKATA: With a fortnight to go before the expiry of a high court deadline on Bharat Stage II compliance, the government today began framing guidelines for implementing the order.  Faced with the enormity of the task and having done little to implement the court’s order over the last one year, transport minister to draw up a notification informing vehicle owners of a “code of conduct” once the order becomes effective on April 2, 2004. 
Whether the court extends the deadline or not, the draft guidelines indicate that over 12 lakh cars in the Calcutta Metropolitan Area (CMA) will have to conform to the BS II norms eventually.  Unlike in the case of Delhi, where private vehicles have remained unaffected, Calcutta High Court’s order has brought within its purview all categories of vehicles, both private and commercial.

Contd…
However, the state government is still hoping to get a brief reprieve, till at least September, when it approaches the high court on March 26 pleading for an extension of the deadline. It will plead that the central government has still not notified the tail pipe emission standards for BS II, which it is expected to do by September this year.   The state government will also tell the court that with polls around the corner, it does not want to throw the transport sector into disarray by virtually stalling the movement of vehicles in the CMA. Transport operators have informed the government that they are in no position to carry out the court’s order because of the “massive expenses involved”.

“We have recently received the report of the technical committee which had been set up to explore ways of implementing the court’s order,” said Chakraborty. “The committee has outlined some of the difficulties in implementing the ruling immediately and this shall be conveyed to the court.”   “Many people will be unhappy, many will also make losses and a huge number of people will face difficulties,” he said.   “But if the court does not relent, its order will have to be implemented.”
The government has given its approval to 40 “LPG fitment centres” where petrol cars would be equipped with the kits to enable them to run on LPG. But this would hardly be able to handle the rush of lakhs of cars, they admitted.  The Automobile Association of Eastern India has decided to move the high court to exempt private cars from the purview of the order as was the case in Delhi

http://www.telegraphindia.com/1040320/asp/frontpage/story_3026758.asp>
(  Firm Renews Cheap Fuel Offer.
KOLKATA: A California-based company, C&L Engineers, has made another offer to the state government on the switchover to safe automobile fuel.   It claims it will ensure supply of the cheapest compressed natural gas (CNG) for the city fleet within six months. 
  
For Kolkata, which so far could only think of LPG as a cleaner fuel, the move could provide a breather.    More than 90 % of its commercial fleet run on diesel and barely two weeks before the high court deadline on compliance of vehicles to Bharat Stage II emission standards, hardly any commercial diesel vehicle has changed to petrol engine so that it can switch over to LPG. However, both petrol and diesel vehicles can run on CNG. 
  
The CNG, a company spokesman said, would be transported from the North-East by rail in cryogenic containers and we will supply CNG to city vehicles at Rs 13.70 per litre.  From the plant, tankers will carry it to dispensing stations in cryogenic form. Thanks to our superior technology, the “L-CNG would be converted directly into gaseous CNG while dispensing to vehicles." 
  
With an investment plan of Rs 200 crore in the first phase, they are aiming to supply 70,000 to 75,000 kg of CNG for 15,000 auto-rickshaws and 10,000 taxis.   "We will supply CNG to a few heavy vehicles also, but that is to show how economic it is to the rest of the commercial vehicles," said project-in-charge for C&L.   Claimed to be an exclusive technology developed by California-based scientist Sashi Majumdar, who is the President of the company, it does not need even the high-capacity compressor required at the dispensing stations. 
  
The company claims to bring a complete solution for the conversion. "We will supply the conversion kit also. For three wheelers, it would cost Rs 40,000 to Rs 45,000 and for heavy vehicles Rs 50,000 Rs 60,000.”    The company does not expect existing fuel stations to convert to CNG stations. Rather, it was aiming at people having at least 1,000 square feet area strategic locations

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/569096.cms>

Contd…
(  ONGC to Expand MRPL Capacity by another 3 mt.
ONGC plans to invest close to Rs 2,000 crore for adding another three million tonnes refining capacity to its 9.69-mt Mangalore refinery.    "The refinery processes crude from the Mumbai High as well as the Sudan crude that we have begun importing since last year. The expansion will ensure it can refine more types of crude. It will also ensure compliance with Euro IV environmental specifications as per the national auto fuel policy," the official said. 

As per the national auto fuel policy released on October 6, 2003, India should achieve Euro IV vehicle emission norms by 2010. India's oil refineries will have to spend Rs 20,000 crore for up gradation to meet these Euro IV norms.    MRPL plans to upgrade its refinery for producing higher quality petrol and diesel meeting Euro III standards by 2005 and Euro IV specifications by 2007.

<http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/2004/03/17/stories/2004031701380300.htm>

(  Auto Mfrs Want Cars & CVs Out of  FTA with Mercosur.
NEW DELHI:  The automobile industry has suggested to the government that passenger cars and commercial vehicles should not be part of the proposed free trade agreement (FTA) with trading block Mercosur (Brazil, Argentina, Uruguay and Paraguay). The industry has said that two and three wheelers can be included in the proposed agreement. Citing logic for its stand, the industry has said that there may not be significant benefit of including passenger cars in the list as those markets may not have a huge potential for car exports from here. “The passenger car market is quite similar in Brazil, with small and compact cars very popular and is quite self-sufficient,” 
It may, however, be pointed out the market holds promise for two-wheeler companies such as Bajaj Auto which have expressed interest in exporting to Latin American markets. Significantly, the auto industry has proposed safeguards like rules of origin and value addition clause to protect the domestic manufacturers’ interest.    A preferential trade agreement was signed in January between India and Mercosur with a view to establish a free trade agreement between the two sides over the next few years.  For India, this may offer major trading possibilities since Mercosur is the third largest market in the world, after the US and the EU.
<http://www.financialexpress.com/fe_full_story.php?content_id=54764
(  Cummins to Manufacture Euro-III Engines.
Cummins India Ltd (CIL), the country's largest manufacturer of diesel engines, has signed an agreement with Canada-based Cummins Westport Inc (CWI) to manufacture Euro-III compliant natural gas engines at its facilities in Daman. The company is to manufacture the CWI natural gas B-series engines in the range of 145-230 hp.  These engines will be mainly for automotive application having lower life cycle cost solution and will meet emission norms upto Euro-III.

<http://sify.com/finance/equity/fullstory.php?id=13424550>
(  Hear No Diesel, Smell No Diesel.
Noisy, smoky, smelly and sluggish – that’s what comes to mind when someone mentions ‘‘Diesel’’.        Part of the problem is that diesel engines have been noticed mainly for their assault on the senses. When these faults are eliminated – and they have been – few people notice. It’s like a person who is noticed only because he is loud, brash and vulgar. If he turns over a new leaf one day and speaks softly, and even then only when spoken to, he risks becoming invisible

Contd…
Sales figures from Europe show diesels have been rapidly gaining in popularity at the expense of petrol engines, with oil burners accounting for over 50% of new car registrations in many countries. So, what happened to the noisy clatter? And the black, sooty smoke, and the smelly fumes? And why are they so smooth and fast?    This concern arises because Malaysian legislation regulating diesel fuel quality is relatively lax, even when compared with that of Singapore and Thailand, never mind the supremely environment-conscious European countries.   

For example, our diesel can contain up to 3,000 parts per million (ppm) of sulphur whereas our neighbors limit this impurity to 500ppm, the current Euro III rules stipulate no more than 350ppm, and the even tougher Euro IV, which comes into effect on Jan 1, 2005, allows a maximum of just 50ppm. From this date, there will also be a requirement that sufficient quantities of diesel fuel with a sulphur content of 10ppm should be available. From January 2009, only fuels with a sulphur content of 10ppm should be provided within the whole EU.  

The reason for this is that the quality of diesel fuel has an impact on exhaust emissions, primarily nitrogen oxide (NOx) and particulate matter (PM). The use of better diesel fuel qualities, especially those with lower sulphur content, reduces emissions from existing vehicles.    Furthermore, the breakthroughs in diesel technology that has brought about revolutionary improvements in the level of performance, smoothness and quietness are dependent on finer tolerances and extremely high operating pressures which are, consequently, much less tolerant of impurities. 

After all, these marvelous engines are comparable with petrol engines in terms of horsepower and refinement, and far, far superior in terms of torque and fuel economy.  One more factor, that diesel engines are less sensitive to fuel quality than petrol engines. That means the petrol version can claim a horsepower advantage of 6%, but the diesel hits back with an incredible 66% advantage in torque! 

The most significant way in which a diesel engine differs from its petrol counterpart is that the diesel relies on the heat generated by the compression of air in the cylinders to ignite the fuel which is injected into the combustion chamber, whereas a spark plug provides ignition in a petrol engine.  The compression ratio of a diesel is typically about double that of an equivalent petrol engine, which partly accounts for the higher efficiency of diesels.  

The characteristic clatter of a diesel is caused by the sudden explosion as fuel meets hot, compressed air in the cylinder. The newer diesels no longer make this noise because engineers have harnessed the power of electronics to squirt in a small amount of fuel as a ‘‘pilot injection’’ before the main injection, which gives more even combustion over a longer time, and hence, less clatter.  

Some manufacturers have taken this technology to new heights with two pilot injections, the main injection and a post-injection, which means fuel, is squirted in four times per operating stroke. The first two account for the quieter and clatter-free operation while the post-injection reduces particle oxidation and pollutant emission by burning off soot produced during the main burn.  The next time you hear someone talk bad about diesel, tell them to keep quiet.
<http://thestar.com.my/lifestyle/story.asp?file=/2004/3/21/features/7561406&sec=features>
(  PZEV, Vehicles must Meet (SULEV) at the Tailpipe.
CARB has come around to encouraging sales of so-called Partial Zero-Emission Vehicles, or PZEVs, some of which offer vastly better performance than their more polluting forebears.   To qualify as a PZEV, a vehicle must meet Super Ultra Low-Emission Vehicle standards (SULEV) at the tailpipe; virtually eliminate all fuel-system evaporative emissions; and guarantee that these systems won't degrade over 15 years or 150,000 miles.   Compared with the federal emissions standards in effect through 2003, SULEV cuts hydrocarbon emissions by 97 %, carbon monoxide by 76 %, and oxides of nitrogen (NOx) by 97 %.

<http://www.caranddriver.com/article.asp?section_id=16&article_id=7872>
Contd…
(  Car Makers Secretly Lobby EC to Reduce Air-Pollution Targets.
      Leaked memo reveals pressure on environment commissioner
All major car manufacturers are secretly lobbying the European Commission (EC) to relax its target for cutting climate-wrecking pollution from exhausts, a leaked document has revealed.   A confidential memo from the European Automobile Manufacturers Association to the Environment Commissioner, Margot Wallström, claims that the proposed cuts will “seriously damage” the industry. The association represents Ford, General Motors, DaimlerChrysler, BMW, Fiat, Renault, Peugeot Citroen, Volvo, Volkswagen and four others. 

The revelation has infuriated environmental groups, who are demanding that the EC sticks to its guns. They accuse the industry of ignoring the catastrophes that are being threatened worldwide by the climate chaos caused by vehicle pollution.    The EC wants sharp reductions in the amount of Carbon Dioxide, a main greenhouse gas responsible for climate change, that cars belch into the atmosphere. Average emissions are meant to fall from 165 grams per kilometre in 2002 to 120 by 2010. 

But the industry memo, seen by the Sunday Herald, insists this will be impossible. It estimates that it will add £2700 to the cost of every car, amounting to an extra £33.5 billion a year throughout the European Union (EU).  “Car buyers are not prepared to pay any extra for cleaner, more environmentally-friendly cars,” it asserts. Because of the decline in new car sales since 2001, car manufacturers were already suffering from “thinner” profit margins. 

“An over-ambitious Carbon Dioxide reduction policy that is essentially only car-technology focused, would impose massive additional costs per car along with tremendous negative societal costs for the EU economy, and would threaten the competitiveness of the European car manufacturing industry,” the memo concludes.   The memo from the European Automobile Manufacturers Association is supported by another from the Japan Automobile Manufacturers Association. This incorporates Nissan, Honda, Toyota, Mazda, Mitsubishi, Suzuki, Yamaha and six other car makers. 

“Considering the increasing trend towards globalisation, competition in today’s automobile industry is getting extremely fierce,” the Japanese memo warns.   “We advise that the economic situation of this key industry be taken into account when considering the introduction of increased environmental legislation,” it adds.    “Global warming is of concern to us all and we need to make every effort to reduce Carbon Dioxide emissions.” 

Wallström has hinted that she still wants car manufacturers to meet the emission target of 120 grams of Carbon Dioxide per kilometre by 2010. “I appreciate the efforts that the car industries, in particular the European and Japanese industries, are making to reduce Carbon Dioxide Emissions,” she said in February. “If we want to reach our Kyoto targets, we have to lower Carbon Dioxide emissions from transport.” Under a protocol signed in the Japanese city of Kyoto in 1997, the EU must cut its greenhouse gas emissions by 8% before 2012. Emissions from vehicles are one of the main contributors. 

Friends of the Earth Scotland thought the leaked documents neatly illustrated the weakness of voluntary agreements for tackling environmental problems. “On one hand the car industry tries to claim that emission reductions can be achieved more swiftly using voluntary means, but then it goes on to try and wriggle out of having to meet the reduction targets,” said the group’s chief executive, Duncan McLaren.   “The EC must stand up to the car industry on this issue. If the industry fails to deliver on its promises then the EC should legislate to force it to cut pollution.   
Contd…
“Past experience tells us that the threat of legislation is the best way to stimulate real improvements and technological innovations.”  The documents showed that the industry was trying to blame everyone apart from itself, McLaren claimed.   “They even have the audacity to threaten that there will be ‘excessive societal costs’ should they be forced to deliver the Commission’s objective – choosing to ignore the massive detrimental impacts society is already beginning to suffer as a result of pollution-induced climate change,” he said. 

<http://www.sundayherald.com/40665>

(  Bill Extends Date to Clean Diesel Engines.
In The Arizona Republic (USA) Heavy-duty diesel trucks with engines built before 1988 have been illegal since the start of the year.  But a bill moving smoothly through the Legislature would give some of those truck owners an extra two years to meet the state's clean-engine law. The bill is targeted at owners of small diesel fleets or those operating their own solo heavy-duty diesel truck. Those truck owners were not aware of the cleanup deadline, which hit at the beginning of this year.   The law banned pre-1988 heavy-duty diesel engines as a measure to clean up the Valley's air. Older diesel engines produce high levels of particulates, tiny bits of grime that settle deep in the lungs and complicate breathing. 

Lawmakers in 1996 allowed eight years for the new rule to kick in, to give operators time to comply. But along the way, the approximately 2,500 small operators were not informed, leaving them stunned last fall when the Arizona Department of Environmental Quality notified them of the deadline.  Larger fleets have trade organizations that kept them on top of the requirements.  Gullett's bill extends the deadline for heavy-duty fleets of 25 or fewer trucks until 2006. That fits neatly with the 2006 time frame for the Valley to meet clean-air standards for particulates.

Within two years, those truck operators must either retrofit their truck to meet the clean-air standard or stop using the truck. The cost of retrofitting varies widely depending on the technical problems and age of the engine.   The bill is awaiting action by the Senate Rules Committee before moving on to the full Senate. It earlier passed the House on a 52-to-1 vote.

<http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/local/articles/0320dieselbill.html>

(  More Incentives to Speed Switch from Diesel to Natural Gas
REVVING its engines towards the goal of cleaner air in Singapore, the Environment Ministry announced yesterday new emission standards for all newly registered diesel-powered vehicles starting in October 2006.    Singapore's transport industry will have two-and-a-half years to adjust from current Euro II emission norms to Euro IV emission standards.   First to adjust to the new standards could be taxis.   The new standards are in line with trends around the globe. Europe aims to reach Euro IV norms by next year, with most Asian countries targeting 2006-2007. 

Mr. Lim, who was speaking in Parliament, said: "To meet the international air quality standard set by the EPA in the United States, we had to move directly from Euro II to Euro IV."    However, car dealers were worried that the "double jump" in standards would automatically eliminate virtually all existing diesel engines, except some European brands. 

.

Most taxis in Singapore are manufactured in Japan, where manufacturers have already indicated they will have difficulty meeting the Euro III standards.   Currently, no country in the region — apart from Thailand — uses Euro III diesel, which costs significantly more. 

Contd…
.

Engines built in line with Euro IV stipulations make use of ultra-low Sulphur Diesel, hence reducing the level of harmful pollutants in the air.    Mr. Lim said diesel engines have been identified as the main source of PM2.5 pollutants found in Singapore's environment. Based on the concentration of this PM in the air, Singapore's pollution level is 19. The acceptable standard set by the EPA is 15. 

.

To jump start the usage of "green" cars, the Government plans to offer incentives to accelerate the shift from diesel-powered vehicles to CNG vehicles during the transition period.    Besides extending the green vehicle rebates introduced in January 2001 by two years to December next year, the Ministry will offer Euro II vehicle-owners who switch to CNG vehicles a 100 % rebate on the vehicle's open market value.   This can be used to offset registration fees and taxes. 

.

CNG vehicles are environmentally-friendly as they produce 76 % less carbon monoxide and about 99 % less cancer-causing chemical benzene than diesel-powered vehicles. However, a car using CNG costs about $10,000 more than the average conventional car and needs refueling more often than one that is run on diesel or petrol.  Outlining his road map for a greener Singapore, Mr. Lim said: "I hope to see the first batch of CNG taxis by the end of this year, marking the new beginning of green cars in Singapore."  In 2001, Singapore ranked 18th in terms of CO2 emissions per capita. 

<http://www.todayonline.com/articles/15988.asp>
(  Growth in Automobile Production Predicted.
Washington, (UNI): More automobiles will be produced in the next 20 years than in the previous 110-year history of the industry with growth being driven by emerging economies like India, according to an expert.     Producing for the next 20 year would require a $ 80 trillion investment, 180 new assembly plants and require most existing to renewed, retooled, refurbished or replaced to remain effective, said Professor Garel Rhys, Director of the Centre for Automotive Industry Research Cardiff University Business School in Wales.    Rhys, a world renowned expert on the industry, said much of the increase in production will be the result of emerging markets, those now experiencing dynamic growth and those yet to become players in the world automotive market.    China, India and particularly Eastern Europe are rapidly becoming mobile, as their economies and societies evolve. 

The key factor, according to Rhys is that the country's GDP / head must rise to a level that will support the development of infrastructure and increase personal income. This formula also applies to the virtually stagnant economies of Central Asia though those will take much longer to develop. The world automotive market is like a "coil spring that can go any direction," he said. Large firms hang on to product philosophy and business methods rather than innovate, while smaller firms may be more creative and willing to take chances.    "The love affair we talk about with automobiles is really a love affair with individual mobility. As GDP/head increases, so do the wants and needs of people to come and go with more and more style and individuality." 

<http://www.hinduonnet.com/thehindu/holnus/006200403101090.htm>

(  Shanghai Joint Venture for KleenAir to Develop Emission Technologies.

IRVINE, Calif.-- KleenAir Systems Inc. (OTCBB:KAIR) announced an agreement with China Display Company Limited of Shanghai to establish a Joint Venture with KleenAir to create a Technology Center to develop and support a variety of emission reduction technologies. These include KleenAir's Selective Catalytic Reduction (SCR) for NOx reduction, the Oxidizing Particulate Trap (OPT) for particulate reduction, its Diesel Oxidizing Catalysts (DOC) for CO and HC reduction, and Diesel Fuel Injection and Management Systems for diesel retrofit programs in association with ServoTech Company of Detroit. 

Contd…
"With environmental pollution now a top policy priority for our Government, the development of China-based high-tech solutions in this field is very timely," said Guo Liang, Chairman of China Display, "and we believe that this proposed Joint Venture with KleenAir Systems will give us access to the latest technologies for the reduction of automotive emissions." 

Lionel Simons, President of KleenAir Systems, stated, "There is an urgent need for SCR and particulate reduction technology for diesel engines in China, and the most efficient way to achieve this goal is to create a technical capability to generate application solutions for KleenAir distributors throughout China, where automotive output is projected to increase from 5 million to 15 million vehicles from 2005 to 2012." 

KleenAir is at the cutting edge of automotive emission reduction technology including Selective Catalytic Reduction (SCR), Diesel Particulate Filters, Diesel Oxidizing Catalysts and advanced catalytic technology that significantly reduces nitrogen oxides, carbon monoxide, hydrocarbon and particulates. These pollutants have been shown to be a major contributor to heart and lung disease. 

<http://home.businesswire.com/portal/site/google/index.jsp?ndmViewId=news_view&newsId=20040311005010&newsLang=en>
(  Triangle Auto to offer Diesel Engine Conversion.

It wants to capitalise on tax incentives for using compressed natural gas, says SAMUEL EE COMMERCIAL vehicle distributor Triangle Auto is all set to take advantage of the government's compressed natural gas (CNG) incentives by expanding into the business of converting diesel engines to run on CNG.    On Monday, the government announced generous registration tax cuts to promote the use of CNG taxis, and an announcement tomorrow is likely to extend these incentives to other commercial vehicles. 
Last year, Triangle collaborated with the National Environment Agency (NEA) and performed the first local retrofit of an existing diesel engine twin-cab truck. The truck was delivered to the Public Utilities Board (PUB) last August, along with a brand new CNG-powered Isuzu lorry from Japan.   Triangle, worked with an Australian partner on the prototype conversion which cost $70,000. But director and general manager Michael Wong said future conversions, to be done, are expected to cost about $15,000 to $20,000.

'If you look around the world where CNG is used extensively, such as in Argentina and Brazil, most are converted vehicles rather than vehicles bought directly from the manufacturer. This is because conversions are faster and cheaper.'

For example, a brand new diesel-powered Isuzu NPR 14-foot lorry costs $46,000 with COE. Add to it a $15,000 to $20,000 CNG conversion and it will still be less than a brand new CNG-powered equivalent from Japan, which costs $80,000 without COE.   Still, a CNG conversion is more expensive than maintaining the status quo. Why would anyone want to use gas instead of diesel?  

'With CNG, the advantage is zero particulate, unlike diesel emissions. It is a cleaner fuel and it is environmentally friendly,' said Mr. Wong.  Spring Singapore which helped draw up standards for CNG vehicles, has said that although diesel vehicles make up only 18 % of the vehicle population here, they account for almost all of the fine particulates emitted by vehicles. Less carbon dioxide, the main cause of global warming is also released with gas fuel.   Mr. Wong said both diesel and petrol engines can be modified to run on gas fuel if they are in good condition. Although it is easier and cheaper to convert petrol engines, diesel engines are inherently more suited for gas because of their higher compression ratio.
Contd…
Conversion takes up to a month, with gas cylinders, a pressure reducer and an engine management system installed into the vehicle.   Mr. Wong said gas consumes 10-15 % more volume-wise than diesel for the same workload. In Singapore, gas fuel is only slightly cheaper than diesel.   He said the PUB drivers are familiarising themselves with the new vehicles and that with wider use in the next three months, Triangle will get more feedback on their performance and reliability.   For CNG conversions to be a viable business though, Triangle said, there needs to be sufficient demand. 

'It is a safe product to use and there are ample reserves of natural gas worldwide. But it's a chicken and egg situation,' said Mr. Wong.    'For more people to buy such vehicles, you need the refuelling infrastructure before it's convenient to use. Then you must also have operating efficiencies to recover the cost of conversion.'   Before Monday, CNG taxis get an ARF (additional registration fee) rebate of 20 % of the OMV (open market value) from the standard 110 % ARF for diesel taxis. From now until October 2006, an additional rebate of 80 % of ARF, thus bringing total ARF for gas-powered cabs to just 10 %. Together with other 'green' buses and cars, these CNG taxis also get a 20 % road tax rebate.    'Ultimately, the pricing of gas is important,' said Mr. Wong. 'If you look at countries where CNG vehicles are widely used, gas can cost as little as half the price of diesel.' 
<http://business-times.asia1.com.sg/story/0,4567,111068,00.html>

(  Engine Manfrs. - Target for Stringent 2007 Clean-Diesel Regulations.
Washington, D.C. - Engine manufacturers are on target to introduce new cleaner diesel engines in 2007, according to an EPA report on progress toward meeting new diesel engine standards that go into effect in three years.    "EPA's clean diesel standards are an important reason Americans can expect air quality to continue to improve in the years ahead," said EPA Assistant Administrator.   "We're pleased with the progress made in developing new engines for 2007 because clean engines – in combination with the clean low-sulfur diesel fuel – will help us meet the goals of the Clean Air Act and further protect public health and the environment." 

Once the 2007 program is fully implemented, 2.6 million tons of smog-causing NOx emissions will be reduced each year. Soot or PM will be reduced by 110,000 tons a year. An estimated 8,300 premature deaths; 5,500 cases of chronic bronchitis and 17,600 cases of acute bronchitis in children will also be prevented annually. It is also estimated to help avoid more than 360,000 asthma attacks and 386,000 cases of respiratory symptoms in asthmatic children every year.   EPA met with nearly 30 companies over the last year and a half to compile its extensive review of the progress by industry to develop clean diesel technologies on time for 2007. The report documents work from a wide variety of public and private sources to reach its conclusions regarding 2007 readiness.

EPA's review of industry progress shows that engine manufacturers are on target to introduce new engines in 2007; diesel particulate filters that reduce harmful PM emissions by more than 90 % will be used by all manufacturers; NOx control will be accomplished using proven technologies some of which are in production today; and engine manufacturers will conduct early prototype testing with trucking customers in 2005. These new clean engines operated on the 15 ppm sulfur diesel fuel will reduce NOx emissions by 50 % and PM emissions by more than 90 % and will substantially contribute to air quality improvement across the country, help states meet Clean Air Act goals and further protect public health and the environment.

In October 2003, EPA reported out similar good news on the status of the oil industry to put in place the 15 ppm sulfur diesel fuel needed to enable these clean diesel engines. EPA's analysis of information from 126 refiners contained in its "Summary and Analysis of the 2003 Highway Diesel Fuel Pre-compliance Reports" shows that fuel suppliers are positioned to comply with the 15 ppm sulfur standard on time; highway diesel fuel production will be sufficient to meet demand; and 15 ppm sulfur diesel fuel will be widely available nationwide.
<http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/b1ab9f485b098972852562e7004dc686/2298962181981d7585256e4d00690cdc?OpenDocument>
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