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(  Tail-Pipe talks Defers Bharat - II Verdict.



Forget Bharat Stage II, it’s only 
the tail-pipe emission that 
matters. The state government 
and several transporters’ 
lobbies confronted Calcutta 
High Court with this argument 
on Monday, trying to divert the 
judiciary’s focus from ‘mission 
impossible’ (implementation of 
BS II norms by April 2) to a 
more achievable target.

The Centre has already notified the limits of tail-pipe emission that must be met by October 1 2004, lawyers representing the government and the transporters said on Monday.   If vehicles — irrespective of age — meet those emission standards, they could not be stopped from hitting the streets anywhere in the country, the lawyers argued.   The fact that only tail-pipe emission could measure environmental damage being inflicted by a vehicle.  But that did not stop the division bench from hauling up the state government for its go-slow in implementing rules that would give Calcutta cleaner air to breathe.   
The court had given the government a year’s time, from April 3, 2003, to ensure that all private and commercial vehicles conform to BS II norms. Older cars would have to change their engines or switch to CNG or LPG, it had added.   But with the one-year deadline about to end and the state government unable to show anything for its efforts, the division bench made its displeasure known. State advocate-general Balai Ray tried to plead for more time to make people aware about the changes.   Also, time was required to prevent a collapse of the entire traffic system and all-round chaos, he added.

But the judges asked Ray what the government had done to educate the people and observed that it was the media — with its persistent campaign — that was trying to do the state government’s job. “We have been hearing you stalling for time for the last one year,” the bench told Ray.   Besides, Delhi and Mumbai, too, had gone through a few days of chaos when BS II norms were implemented there, the bench added. “They managed all right,” the judges remarked. “Then why can’t you?”

Contd…

After all, it would all be in the interests of a crore of people either living in or coming into the city every day, the bench felt.   “There may be many problems and difficulties in implementing this order, but we must know that the line has to be drawn somewhere,” the judges observed.   “If a change of engine is not possible within the time-frame set by us, then ask the cars (with old engines) to get out of the city,” they added.
<http://www.telegraphindia.com/1040330/asp/calcutta/story_3062752.asp>
(  Splendid March For Automobile Firms.
NEW DELHI, APRIL 1:  The automobile industry, including two-wheeler companies zipped ahead in March, closing the year with a substantial sales growth in almost all major companies.

Market leader Maruti Udyog (MUL) closed 2003-04 with a growth of 30 %, notching sales of 4,72,122 units, the highest-ever since it began operations 20 years ago.  During March, the company sold 52,700 units over 46,611 units, including exports of 8,282 units, a company statement said. During the last fiscal, MUL exports grew by a hefty 58.7 % to 51,175 units, a 96.6 % jump. 

Ford India reported a 41.8 % growth in sales during the year due to rising sales of mid-size sedan Ikon. Doubling the figures in March, Ford India sold 3,200 cars, its highest ever.  “With the 41.8 % rise in sales, we have surpassed the industry, which is growing at a rate of 20 %,”
Sales of the country’s biggest motorcycle maker Hero Honda Motors grew by 23.4 %. A total of 20.7 lakh units were sold during the last fiscal against 16.7 lakh units in 2002-03, a company statement said. March 2004 sales grew 66 % to 1.92 lakh units over 1.15 lakh units in the same month last year. 

Two-wheeler major Bajaj Auto (BAL) registered a 3.1 cent growth in sales for fiscal ended March 31 at 12,88,259 units compared to 12,49,104 units in 2002-03. This was primarily aided by the growth in motorcycles, which registered a 17.9 % rise at 10,23,650 units as against 8,68,138 units in fiscal 2002-03.  The company recorded a 5.2 % growth in sales of two and three wheelers at 15,17,413 units (14,42,963 units in 2002-03), BAL said in a release. 

Sales of Chennai-based manufacturer TVS Motor climbed a little over one million units during 2003-04, a 2.5 % growth over the previous fiscal.   TVS crossed the one million mark for the second time in a row, a company statement said without giving details of the sales during last financial year.

 <http://www.financialexpress.com/fe_full_story.php?content_id=56070>
( States drag feet on way to CNG Break
NEW DELHI, APRIL 1: Four years is all it will take for the country to get ‘‘free and plentiful’’ CNG as 24 cities get hooked on to the National Gas Grid. Only not many of these cities know about this, struggling as they are with pollution levels in the absence of strict implementation of norms. 

The Environment Protection Control Authority (EPCA) is now writing to cities on GAIL’s ‘Operation Blue Sky’. Clean-up programmes will have to be tailored according to these estimates, EPCA authorities say.   Besides, EPCA members believe it will help in another critical area — once CNG comes in, the pressure on oil companies to supply cleaner petrol and diesel will be more. EPCA and NGOs such as the Centre for Science and Environment (CSE) believe the only way to deal with the problem is to leapfrog to Euro IV instead of Euro III as mandated in the Auto Fuel Policy.
Most cities are lagging behind in planning and might not be able to incorporate the changes. At a three-day CSE workshop on ‘‘The Leapfrog Factor: Towards Clean Air in Asian Cities’’, most pollution control representatives from other cities showed how poor their planning is when urgent intervention is required to combat air pollution.   These cities are nowhere close to what Delhi was seven years ago in their planning. ‘‘We have not told these cities about the CNG plan because we don’t want a repeat of what happened in Delhi,’’ GAIL chairman Proshanto Banerjee said. 
Contd…

Operation Blue Sky shows how gas will be plentiful, contrary to what is believed so far: Agra, Kanpur, Lucknow, Bareilly get gas by 2004. Allahabad, Jhansi, Mathura, Gwalior, Ujjain and Indore get it by early 2006. Hyderabad, Rajahmundry and Solapur get it by second half of 2006. Vijayawada and Ahmedabad, get it by second half of 2005 while Rajkot and Surendranagar get it by the second half of 2006. Kolkata, Chennai and Bangalore might be the last ones as efforts are on to take the line from Kakinada in AP. 

‘‘We are working on the premise that we will not get CNG but only LPG. In this respect, we have two problems — LPG is not as cheap as CNG and there is irregular usage of domestic cylinders in vehicles,’’ said a member of the TN Pollution Control Board. ‘‘It has to be a combination of regulation and persuasion.’’    This, when other Asian cities are encouraging vehicle-owners to switch to cleaner fuels. 
Hong Kong is the first city in the world to introduce Ultra-Low Sulphur Diesel with the help of fiscal incentives and tightened emission norms while China will have Euro IV norms from 2005, the same time as Europe.
<http://www.indianexpress.com/full_story.php?content_id=44252>
(  IIT-Kharagpur Devises Pollution-Reducing Kit.
The IIT-Kharagpur has made a kit for diesel-operated engines which reduces pollution and adheres to norms better than Bharat Stage II stipulation.    It pleaded before the court, hearing the plea of different parties in the Bharat Stage II emission standard case, that the kit be tested by the competent authorities and if found suitable, it be granted license for fitting in vehicles.
<http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/590476.cms>
(  Rush Time for Diesel Players.
NEW DELHI : The Indian automobile industry is brimming with activity. With the government having decided to drive in stricter emission norms starting April 2005, most diesel vehicle makers are working overtime — some with assistance from overseas majors — to meet the deadline.

Ashok Leyland has joined hands with AVL List Gmbh of Austria for developing a new 5.7 litre engine to meet Euro-III emission norms that will come into effect in 2005.  An official added: “We have initiated the project with AVL. The attempt is to bring out an engine with minimum cost impact.”
Tata has also inked a deal with AVL and Delphi Diesel of France to develop Euro-IV compliant common rail direct injection (CRDi) diesel engines for Indica and its other passenger cars. 
  
Even Maruti is planning to source new-generation diesel engines from overseas suppliers for its Zen and Esteem, a company official said. “We are sourcing the (diesel) engines from Peugeot and will change the specifications of the engines to be sourced to meet the new norms.” 
According to industry estimates, passenger car manufacturers alone will have to invest around Rs 25,000 crore over 7 years to meet the stricter norms. 
  
“The real problem area is diesel engines. Manufacturers will have to turn to technologies like CRDi to make their diesel engines comply with these stricter norms,” said BVR Subbu, president of Hyundai Motor India. Hyundai already makes cars in India powered by CRDi diesel engine.
<http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/591602.cms>
Contd…

(  Sulphur-Free Diesel can Cut Out Pollution.
The Energy and Resource Institute (TERI), a non-profit organisation, has come up with a plan to reduce Sulphur Dioxide Emissions from Diesel run heavy commercial vehicles to the level achieved from use of compressed natural gas (CNG). The solution will help older trucks which have to conform to modern norms like Bharat stage 2. The Calcutta High Court has ordered old vehicle owners to conform to the norm, and replacement of old engines with new ones may be the only other way out. 

“Vehicle manufacturers are ready to replace the engines, but they are not in favour of guaranteeing emissions,” claimed Ranjan Bose, of TERI. “Vehicle owners might upgrade engines, but if emission norms are not guaranteed, the investment will turn unviable,” he added.  TERI has recently concluded an Indo-UK collaborative research initiative on sustainable public transport in large Indian cities. Its plan calls for use of Ultra Low Sulphur Diesel (ULSD) of 500 parts per million (500ppm) or less along with Diesel Oxidation Catalyst (DOC) currently used in Europe & other developed markets. 

Bose said 500ppm ULSD was available in Kolkata and other metros. The DOC would cost around Rs 30,000 more.   TERI said existing Indian refineries could be upgraded to produce ULSD. The combined diesel production capacity of four existing refineries was over 20 million tonnes.   ULSD could be supplied through the existing liquid fuel supply infrastructure with minimal investment. India has already implemented two phases of improvements in diesel quality from 10,000ppm to a maximum of 2,500 ppm in 2000.  From 2001, larger metros have been getting 500ppm ULSD.

<http://www.business-standard.com/today/story.asp?Menu=23&story=37474>
(  China will Adopt State III Standard for Car Emissions before July 1, 2004.
Shanghai. (Interfax-China) - China is scheduled to introduce a State III Standard for Car Emissions before July 1 this year, and will give local automakers the financial incentive of a 30% exemption from consumption tax if they produce cars observing the State III Standard instead of the EURO III Standard commonly used now, an official from the State Environmental Protection Administration (SEPA) disclosed to Interfax. 

"The State III Standard will have something different from the EURO III Standard," said the official, surnamed Ni, from the Motor Vehicle Emission Monitoring Center of SEPA. "I believe the government will certainly reflect our own national state standard in its policy [on tax breaks]," added Ni, hinting that domestic auto makers lavishing money to test whether their cars reach the EURO III emission standard will not be able to enjoy the tax breaks as expected. 
The automakers have their own reasons for doing so. The criteria laid out in China's existing car emission standards set by the government, the State I and State II standards, are almost a replica of the EURO I and EURO II standards. For the convenience of the definition of the State I and State II standards, even the government has sometimes referred to the national standards as "equivalent to the EURO I and EURO II standards."    But a more important factor is behind local automakers' efforts to have their cars endorsed by the three domestic authentication institutions, which proclaim themselves as the testing authority for the EURO III emission standard for cars and collect a substantial fee. 

The Ministry of Finance and the State Taxation Bureau filed a circular early this year canceling the 30% consumption tax exemption available to automakers who comply with the lower State II Standard. According to the circular, the revoke of the tax break is effective on January 1, 2004. Similar regulations were soon established by the government in Beijing and Shanghai, prohibiting motorists from driving cars that do not match up to the EURO III emission standard from July 1 this year.   "The [central government's] circular will only bring us temporary difficulties. It is expected that all our products will reach the EURO III emission standard by September this year". 

http://www.interfax.com/com?item=Chin&pg=0&id=5705524&req=>
Contd…
(  Swiss Develop Cleaner Diesel Engine.
Swiss scientists have unveiled a device for diesel engines that can dramatically cut the emission of harmful air pollutants in both old and new vehicles.   The Swiss environment agency presented the emission control system – which can be used on lorries, buses and construction machinery – at a press conference on Monday.   The device can cut emissions of nitrogen oxides, one of six principal air pollutants, by up to 90 per cent.
Nitrogen oxides - a generic term encompassing nitrogen dioxide and nitrogen monoxide - play a major role in the production of smog and can trigger serious respiratory problems.  They also contribute to the formation of acid rain and global warming.  Philippe Roch, director of the environment agency, said it was the first emission control system which could seriously reduce nitrogen oxides produced by diesel engines.  

The denitrification system is available immediately and costs SFr30,000 ($23,000), but officials say they expect the price to drop.    It is made up of a particle filter and two catalytic converters, and can be fixed to any heavy goods vehicle regardless of age.  A substance is added to the catalytic converter that changes nitrogen oxides into non-harmful gases and steam.

Big challenge

Heiri Hafner, project leader at the Environmental Technology Institute in Rapperswil, which developed the system in conjunction with partners from industry, told Swissinfo that the technology already existed for large-scale installations,   “Our main challenge was to make it smaller for individual diesel engines,” he said.    The Swiss Association for Transport and the Environment has welcomed the development but expressed concern that it would not be introduced widely. 

“The new system changes things but we are skeptical. We have to force people to equip their vehicles with the systems and I don’t know if this is possible,” said Emmanuelle Robert, spokesman for the association. 

For the past 18 months the system has been tested on buses in canton St Gallen. The buses were well within emission standards that will come into force in 2009.   Hafner says he expects the device to be available eventually for a few thousand francs.   The environment agency paid 40 per cent of the project’s costs, while the remainder was financed by private firms.  Roth said the project was an excellent example of collaboration between the environment authorities, businesses and universities.
<http://nzz.ch/2004/04/05/english/page-synd4846343.html>
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FOR PETROL VEHICLES

€O: 0.5 per cent; hydrocarbon: 750 ppm (for BS Il vehicles)
CO: 3 per cent; hydrocarbon: 1500 ppm (for non-BS Il
vehicles)

FOR DIESEL VEHICLES: 65 HSU

FOR 2/3 WHEELERS
€O: 3.5 per cent; hydrocarbon: 6000 ppm ( 2-stroke engines)
CO: 3.5per cent; hydrocarbon:4500 ppm (4-stroke engines)
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